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The Wonder: Emma Donoghue, $29.99. 
Fiction. 
Lib Wright, a cynical English nurse, is 
called to a small Irish community to watch 
over a young girl who appears to 
miraculously survive without food. Set in 
the 1850s, this is a taut, masterfully crafted 
novel by the author of Room. 

 

Fearless : Fiona Higgins, $29.99. 
Australian Fiction. 
Six strangers go to a Balinese retreat in order 
to overcome their fears, when a disaster 
strikes which is far worse than any of their 
fears. Higgins (author of The Mothers’ 
Group) has created such realistic characters 
and the climax was absolutely heart-
pounding. For fans of Liane Moriarty. 
 

Faithful: Alice Hoffman, $29.99. 
Fiction. 
Shelby survives a car crash, but her best 
friend remains in a coma. She must 
repair her life slowly, painfully, but 
beautifully. From shaving off all her hair 
to rescuing dogs by stealing them, she 
must realise she is still a good person 
after the tragedy. By the author of The 
Dovekeepers. 

 TimeKeepers: Simon Garfield, $32.99. 
Adult Non-fiction.  
A fascinating volume of historical anecdotes 
related to our obsession with time. This 
books covers a lot, including French protest 
groups who gather annually to try to stop 
time, record-breaking filibusters and the 
“tyranny” of railway timetables. Very readable 
and easy to dip in and out of. 
 

Fun Science: Charlie McDonnell, 
$24.99. Teen non-fiction. 
Full of illustrations and funny asides, I 
can imagine this book would’ve been 
heaven-sent during Year 7 to 10 science, 
as it makes large, abstract concepts that 
much easier to understand, from the Big 
Bang to how cells work. YouTuber 
McDonnell also makes a Fun Science 
video series. 

The Book of Whispers: Kimberley 
Starr, $19.99. Teen. 
This Australian YA follows two teens who 
join a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1096 
A.D. The catch is, they can both see 
demons. A unique fantasy concept 
paired with a unique historical setting, 
what more could you ask for? Ages 13+.  
 

Cell 7: Kerry Drewery, $19.99. Teen. 
Sixteen-year-old Martha is on trial for 
murder – and the verdict is made by 
viewers of a reality TV program, Death Is 
Justice. Layer upon layer of secrets 
make this a must-read YA dystopian. 
 

A Child of Books: Olive Jeffers, 
$27.99. Picture. 
An adorably whimsical picture 
storybook which takes us from the 
moon to the sea, to mountains 
made entirely of words. It perfectly 
captures the wonder of words and 
stories. 

AN OLDIE BUT A GOODIE… 

The Fifth Avenue Artists Society: 
Joy Callaway, $29.99. Fiction. 
Ginny, one of five artistic siblings living 
in New York in the late 1800s, 
searches for love and a writing career, 
but she might have to choose between 
the two. This reminded me of Little 
Women, but far more sumptuous. 

Closed Casket: Sophie Hannah, $29.99. 
Crime. 
As close to an authentic Agatha Christie 
novel as it’s going to get – it has been 
approved by the Christie estate. Hannah 
as the same knack for character 
psychology, and I can honestly say I didn’t 
guess who-dunnit! An incredibly fun Poirot 
mystery, which could appeal to fans of 
Sulari Gentill. 

Do Not Open This Book: 
Andy Lee, $19.99. Picture. 
Written by  
comedian and radio host, Andy 
Lee, this cheeky picture 
storybook is vividly colourful 
and engaging. 

The Fifth Wave: Rick Yancey, 
$19.99. Teen. 
Tomorrow When the War Began with 
aliens. Who to trust? Who not to 
trust? This YA was so full of twists, 
and it’s the first of an already-
published trilogy so it will keep you 
busy for the summer holidays! 
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